
The Broadway Restaurant Peter Thomas ANICH

Peter  Thomas  ANICH was  born 
around 1881 in Jesla, a town on an 
island  off  the  Dalmatian  coast—
today part of Croatia. He arrived in 
Auckland in April  1899,  according 
to his later application for an alien 
re-entry  certificate.  In  1900  his 1

name appears publicly for the first 
time when he donated one shilling 
to  the  Ind ian  Famine  Fund , 
recorded  among  the  l i s t  o f 
“Austrian sympathisers.” , 2 3

He suffered shifting fortunes. In 1904 he appeared in court as the customer in a case where 
Edward Russell was charged with selling liquor without a licence.  Two years later Peter was 4

adjudged bankrupt in Waipu, after the store he owned was destroyed by fire along with all his 
account books and personal papers.  These included his letter of naturalisation and he had to 5

apply for a new copy. 6

By 1907 he had left storekeeping and was working as a gum digger in the Northern Wairoa. . 7

That same year he was accused of theft from his employer, a charge that unfolded through 
numerous newspaper articles describing the gum trade. In early 1908 he was acquitted, the 
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court accepting his explanation that he had travelled to Auckland to sell gum at a better price 
and had not attempted to dispose of it secretly. 8

After this, Peter’s life grew quieter. Between 1914 and 1920 
he appeared on the Kaipara electoral roll as a farmer, though 
newspaper notices also show him active as a cash buyer of 
kauri gum and fungus.  There is no evidence that he married 9

in New Zealand during these years.

In 1921 he applied for a re-entry visa to leave New Zealand, a 
permit valid for four years.   He later said he spent three 10

and a  half  of  those  years  travelling  through Russia  & the 
Balkans. This journey seems to have been pivotal: by 1925 11

he  had  returned  to  Auckland  with  a  wife,  Perina,  (also 
recorded as Perica, Patricia and permutations of the three) 
and the couple were running a small shop and lodging house. 

 In 1926 they advertised for a girl to assist with housework 12

in their boarding establishment. 13

Peter’s life once again became lively.  In 1927 he reported losing a watch and chain, including a 
gold sovereign case and a quartz pendant engraved “P.T.A.”—a considerable loss valued at £17 
12s.  The following year Perina appeared in court charged with selling liquor without a licence 14

from their premises in Victoria Street. Described as a tall, stout woman, she pleaded not guilty 
but was convicted and fined £25.15

Financial strain returned to the household at the time of the Depression and in 1930 Peter and 
Perina were declared bankrupt. Peter explained that their boarding house, begun in 1925, had 
prospered for three years before falling gum prices affected their usual clientele at the same 
time as competition increased. Seeking new prospects, he had purchased land at Penrose and 
financed quarrying operations, but demand for stone collapsed. He had since turned to poultry 
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farming.  During  questioning  he  admitted  sending 
£30,000 to Yugoslavia in recent years “on behalf of 
his  countrymen.”  He  also  recalled  that  when  he 
travelled home in 1920 he had taken £3,000 with 
him as well as some gold, most of which was lost 
due to rampant inflation. 16

By  1931  the  Anich  family  had  moved  to 
Matamata,  where  Peter  ran  a  restaurant  in 
Arawa Street.  That year he again  came under 
scrutiny for selling liquor without a licence.  A 17

1932  police  raid  on  his  premises—by  officers 
from Morrinsville and Hamilton—drew a crowd 
of onlookers, and the newspaper noted that “the 
visit  was  not  popular.”  with  a  large  crowd 
collecting at the front and rear of the premises.  
Despite these troubles he continued operating 
in  Arawa  Street,  and  in  1934  he  was  again 
charged with unlicensed liquor sales.
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In 1936 a son, Thomas James Peter (“Tommy”), was 
born.   His parents were both in their  40s by this 
time. The Anichs hosted more than fifty people at 
the  christening  celebration  at  the  restaurant, 
including the Mayor.  A similarly large gathering, at 18

which  there  were  many  toasts,  marked  his  first 
birthday the following year. .  He was very proud of 19

that son, sending a photograph of him to the Duke 
of Windsor. 20

Later in 1937,  police again seized liquor from Peter’s  business,  now renamed the Broadway 
Restaurant and situated on Broadway. . The court hearing is reported at length, but the charge 21

was eventually dismissed. 
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recalled in the speech he gave at his son’s birthday party that during the last tour of NZ by the 
then Prince of Wales he (P.T.A.) was playing rugby in Northland. He broke his jaw and was 
unconscious. When he came to, he was in the dressing room with the Prince of Wales’ hand on his 
head asking how he felt! 

 Matamata Record. 5 April 193721
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In 1938 Peter,  Perica,  and two year old Tommy 
returned to Dalmatia . In a letter to J. Buchanan 22

(his solicitor)   in Matamata, he wrote that he had 
purchased shares in a butchery on the island of 
Hvar.   Over  the  next  few  years  he  became 23

involved  in  supplying  provisions  to  forces 
resisting  German  occupation.  Eventually  the 
fighting forced the family to flee to Italy , from 24

where they were rescued and repatriated to New 
Zealand in 1945 aboard the ‘Mooltan’.25

 NZ Archives passenger lists 1839-1974 (they describe themselves as Dalmatian, and the letter 22

to J.Buchanan refers to the Dalmatian Coast.)
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They settled again in Auckland, but Perina/Percia/Perica  died in 1949, and Peter in 1954 , . 26 27 28

Their son Tommy was thus only nineteen when orphaned. He died in Auckland in 2024. 29

Addendum:

The Broadway Restaurant was taken over by Roy NOBILO. It is known from an article in 
1946, that this was at the ‘railway end of Broadway’  and it is believed this was at about the site 
of the Merchant (2025).   The milk jug labelled ‘Broadway Restaurant, Matamata’ could be 30

from either man’s tenure.
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