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Following  Dr  Endletsberger’s  departure 
from  Matamata  in  1908  or  1909,  the 
town  of  approximately  1,000  residents 
went  without  a  doctor  until  1912,  until 
James  Frederick  CAROLAN arrived  to 
establish his penultimate practice.

Born in Lambeth, Surrey in 1851, Carolan 
passed  his  anatomy  and  physiology 
examinations  for  the  Royal  College  of 

Surgeons at age 20, receiving his diploma 
in 1872. 
That  same  year  he  married  Laura  
Florence  Beckett.  A brief  partnership 
with James John McAndrew at 125 Three 
Colt Street, Limehouse, was dissolved in 
August 1873. 1
The couple had two children: a daughter, 
Ethel, who died in infancy in 1873, and a 
son,  James  Lawrence,  born  at  Great 
Clacton, Essex. 2
Carolan’s  early  career  was  peripatetic. 
Laura died in 1876 and is buried at Kensal 
Green  Cemeter y.  He  app l ied 
unsuccessfully  for  a  position in  Bath in 
1877  ,  and  by  1878  was  listed  in  the 3

Medical Register as residing in Bayswater.  
 An 1880 newspaper report  places  him 4

ass ist ing  the  Huddersf ie ld  Pol ice 
Surgeon.

 Lloyds List, 02 August 1873 - James McAndrew was also a witness at their wedding.1

 Essex Standard 09 April 1875. JFC was assistant to Mr Manthorp, a surgeon of Thorpe. 2

 Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette - 12 July 18773

 UK and Ireland, Medical Registers, 1859-1943 (1878 page 137)4
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James Frederick CAROLAN 
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Waikato Times, 26 November 1912

Bayswater Chronicle 17 August 1872
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His 1902 entry in the Cyclopedia of New 
Zealand   —  presumably  supplied  by 5

Carolan  himself  —  records  that  after 
practising in London for many years,  he 6

served  as  surgeon  for  the  Ocean  and 
British  India  steamship  companies  on 
routes  to  China,  the  East  Indies,  and 
Queensland. 

His time on ships  must have been brief: 
in  July  1883  he  arrived  in  Queensland 

aboard  the  Eldorado,  joining  Dr  J.H. 
Poland’s practice in Rockhampton.   The 7

par tnersh ip  wa s  shor t- l i ved  and 
apparently  acrimonious.  (see  clippings 
above)

By December 1883 Carolan had settled in 
Helensville, New Zealand, where he was 
elected  medical  officer  to  the  NZ 
Railway Employees’ Benefit Society. , 8 9

He  subsequently  moved  to  Waipu, 
registering on the New Zealand Medical 
Register  on  7  December  1885,  then  to 
Warkworth  in  1888  —  where  he  was 
noted  for  h i s  mus ica l  &  s ing ing 
accomplishments,  as  was  the  case 
wherever he 

 NZ Electronic Text Collection. Victoria University of Wellington5

 at most this was for 10 years, and was not all in London.6

 I have been unable to trace the arrival of his son James Lawrence (he later preferred Laurence) in 7

New Zealand. But he was here by 1900, a cadet at Kaipara. Went back to England in 1915 to join 
the UK forces, and returned in 1919. He was a ship’s steward and died in 1946, unmarried. 

 Auckland Star, 8 December 18838

 Auckland Star, 27 December 18839
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Illustration from the Cyclopedia of 
New Zealand 

The Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, 
Queensland, 8 September 1883
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l ived  ,  —  before  relocating  to  the 
Bombay district by 1890,  where he was 10

appointed Public Vaccinator.  In 1891 he  11

joined  the  volunteers  as  honorar y 
surgeon to the Waiuku Cavalry. ,12 13

In  1892  he  married  Eliza  (Tibble)  Reid; 
they had three sons: Frederic Richard 
Donald (1893), David Gordon (1898), and 

Robert Alexander Rex (1900).

 NZ Herald, 6 August 189010

 NZ Gazette 28 August 1890 page 95511

 Observer 21 February 189112

 Auckland Star, 4 December 189113
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NZ Gazette, Nov 5th 1885, page 1301

NZ Herald, 22 October 1888

NZ Herald, 7 July 1892

NZ Herald, 13 July 1892
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The  family  moved  frequently  over  the 
following  years  —  Pukekohe  (1894), 
Papakura  (1894–95),  the  Bay  of  Islands,  
Rotorua  (1898),  and  Matakohe  (1899), 
where  Carolan  maintained  a  private 
hospital and was living at the time of the 
Cyclopedia compilation. 

In  September  1900  he  was  gazetted  as 
Surgeon-Captain  in  the  New  Zealand 
Volunteer  Medical  Staff.   The  family 14

later moved to Birkenhead, where he was 
gazetted a Justice of the Peace,  and in 15

August  1904 was promoted to Surgeon-
Major.  16

He suffered appendicitis that September, 
requiring surgery, but recovered fully. In 
January  1906 he  handed his  practice  to 
Dr  Player  and  moved  to  Avondale, 
continuing  his  roles  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  in  the  Volunteers.  He  was 
promoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  NZ  
Medical Corps, in 1910. 17

In 1912 the Carolans moved to Matamata, 
where  within  a  couple  of  years  they 
purchased land (Section 14, Block VIII) 
and  established  both  a  home  and  a 
private nursing home, Kapai Whare. This 
proved to be Carolan’s longest residence 
—  twelve  years  —  and  his  penultimate 
practice.  He  was  the  sole  doctor  in 
Matamata  during  the  1918  influenza 
epidemic, during which both he and his 
wife fell ill.
Dr & Mrs Carolan subsequently  moved 
to Hamilton, where he  practised briefly 

 NZ Herald, 5 September 190014

 Auckland Star, 14 March 190315

 Auckland Star, 18 August 190416

 NZ Herald, 14 September 191017
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Matamata Record, 9 May 1918

Dr Carolan’s house much later in it’s life, 
just prior to demolition. MAH 0000.56.1

Matamata Record, 19 May 1924
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before his death in 1930.

James Carolan has an extensive military 
record owing to his participation in the 
territorial army.  It can be found at NZ 
Archives.

Of  par t i cu la r  note  i s  an  ep i sode 
concerning  Maurice  Guy  Philpott 
(jeweller  in  Matamata,  who  married 
Annie Cummings, sister of Mildred and 
John Edward) which I summarise. here.

1. The Philpott Case: 

Dr Carolan submitted a BR 166 form in 
December claiming medical treatment for a 
patient, M.G. Philpott (service number 
12/3125), citing a GSW Thigh Amputation as 
the reason.

2. Investigation Triggered: 
The author investigated rather than 
automatically approving, because the disability 
was surgical rather than medical. His inquiry 
revealed that Philpott’s artificial limb was 
already satisfactory.

3. Claim Withdrawn: When 
questioned, Dr Carolan responded (15 March 
1922) that Philpott required no treatment at 
all, and asked for the application to be 
cancelled — suggesting the original claim was 
unwarranted.

4. Suspected Exploitation: 
The author had previously discussed with the 
recipient his suspicion that the Defence 
Department was being exploited through Dr 
Carolan’s patient list, and had been monitoring 
the situation since Dr Carolan was placed on 
Part-Time Duty.

5. Dr Carolan’s 
Background: He was too old for active 
service but had a long history as a Volunteer 
and Territorial Officer, and had attended his 
military patients for a long time — making it 
difficult to reassign those patients to other 
doctors.

6. Other Local 
Practitioners: Two other doctors (Muir and 
Lawrenson) practiced in Matamata but had 
no active service history, limiting options for 
redirecting military patients.
The overall concern is one of potential 
fraudulent or negligent claiming of medical 
treatment fees for military patients.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

For the person seriously researching 
James Frederick Carolan there are quite a 
number of other references to him at NZ 
Archives. www.Archives.govt.nz. Some of 
which are linked at the end of this 
document. 
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https://collections.archives.govt.nz/en/web/arena/search#/entity/aims-archive/R22204517/territorial-force---james-frederick-carolan,-v.d.,-m.d.---lieutenant-colonel,-retired-list/new-zealand-medical-corps?q=james+frederick+carolan&source=aims-archive
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NZ Herald, 7 October 1930
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APPENDIX 

A number  of  interesting  looking  items 
exist at NZ National Archives.

From: Dr. Carolan, Rotorua Date: 7 
October 1898 Subject: For 
appointment as medical officer at 
Rotorua

From: Dr Carolan, Waipu Date: 29 
September 1886 Subject: That Mr 
Gnelling be appointed a Coroner

From: Officer commanding, Auckland 
Date: 17 January 1891 Subject: 
Appointment of Hon Surgeon 
Carolan, Waiuku Cavalry

From: Dr Carolan, Matakohe Date: 28 
March 1899 Subject: For appointment 
as Native Medical Officer Otamatea 
District

Territorial Force - James Frederick 
Carolan, V.D., M.D. - Lieutenant-
Colonel, Retired List/New Zealand 
Medical Corps

From: Dr. Carolan, Kawakawa Date: 11 
June 1898 Subject: That he be 
appointed Medical Officer for the 
Russell District, Waikare etc at a 
salary of £50 per annum 
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