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Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

THEODOR ALBRECHT CARL
ENDLETSBERGER

26th April 1869, Vienna, Austria
14 September 1931, Auckland, New Zealand

“A Powerful Person, Possibly six feet in height, and most certainly weighing over fourteen stone”

“That well known citizen Dr Endletsberger, with the duelling scar on his face, the spectacles, the

cigarette and the slight limp”.

Theodor ENDLETSBERGER was Matamata’s
first Doctor. He qualified at the university of
Vienna in 1895, ' and arrived in New Zealand in
January 1906, apparently fresh from a divorce 2
from his wife, whom he had married in Vienna in
1895. 3

Dr T Endletsberger travelled aboard ‘H.M.S.
India’ from London to Sydney and crossed the
Tasman on the ‘Edwin Phillips’, arriving in
Auckland on Sunday 7th January 4, where he lost
no time applying to have his name added to the
Medical Register.

I THEODOR ENDLETSBERGER, Doctor
s of Medicine, of the Unlversity of
Vienna, now reslding in Auckland, hereby
give’ notice that I-intend applying on the
10th February next to have my name placed
on the Medical Register for the Colony of
New Zeéaland, and that T have deposited the
evidence of my qualification in the office of
the Registrar at Auckland.—(Signed) TH.
ENDLETSBERGER. Dated at Auckland,
10th January, 1906.

Auckland Star, 10 January 1906

By December 1906 he was working as a doctor,
having also invested in farming, in the Matamata
area and the following year must have been
among the first people in the district to have a
telephone connection. s

KCCTOLATY FOapPUCULIVELY.
The Postul Department has erected a
telephone_wire connecting the post office
with Dr. P.‘ndlotslmrgo{l’n residence.
A

...... ahawmad wit an affannan et Walo

NZ Herald, 10 September 1907

Given the small population in the district in
1906, he had what seems a sensible idea. Asking
all settlers to pay him an annual levy for which he
would provide half price medical care.
Unfortunately all did not go to plan, with a
bankruptcy hearing in March 1908. 67

1 At that time the Medical School at Vienna was probably at the height of it’s high international reputation.

2 NZ Truth, 6 May 1916

3.There were two children from this marriage. Lucia Dorothea born in 1897 and Ernst Theodor Oscar born in 1900. They remained in Vienna.

4 Auckland Star 8 Jan 1906

5 according to Joan Stanley in ‘Growth of a Town’ This was the first telephone installed. And apparently the posts holding the line proved a source of
danger to vehicles at night because some of them stood in the middle of the road.

6 Auckland Star, 4 April 1908 - Full clipping attached at the end of this document.

7 so losing someone who appears to have been a very highly skilled medical practitioner.
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Resulting in the loss of his newly built small
house, on four acres.8 (The corner of Tawa Street
& Burwood Road).

—— 0
Teaders.
N BANKRTUPTOY.

OF THEOL(& ENDLETSBERGERE,
MATBBDILA.L l'RﬁﬂTlO\EB, OF

Tanders will be recclud .u Oﬁct.
Custonrstreat. Awckia to of
'I‘UBSDA\ the I‘t.h dl: of A ril 190! for—

MA R's RESIDENCE, erected
on Re&l‘dentitl xﬂim Acres, ]l“"ts

Ity annual rent
Wl’ﬂl Nlble in advance, sub,

£20 bl
g lntemt ntng”“ o "n Jugs

nrnmcnt. vruluation of propert m
A deposit in cash. or 2 bank cheque equual
to 20 per cent. of the amount tendered must
ny each teader,
n‘m lars and conditions of tender can
be seen ay my Ofiice, Cluatom-nreet Auck-

land, and at Mr. 1. L. Weitemeyer's
Shop, at Matamata
The highest or any tender mnot necessarily
aceepted. E. GEZARD.
| Oﬂchl Assignee.

Auckland, March 31. 1908.

NZ Herald 2 April 1908

Later in that year, an Electro therapist in
Rotorua was anxious to distance himself from Dr
Endletsberger, late of Matamata. 9

The official assignee, Mr E. Gerard, must have
liked him well enough as in 1909 he (Mr Gerard)
had a nervous breakdown and was granted three
months leave of absence. He utilised this to go to
Rotorua “Under the care of Dr Endletsberger, a
specialist from Austria” 1©

Through 1909 and 1910 Dr Endletsberger is in
Rotorua, often mentioned in association with
Drs Anderson and Campbell-Smith. Perhaps he
still went to Matamata by train as Mr & Mrs W.
J. Holmes of Matamata thanked him in February
I9I10. I

s See appendix for confirmation of the location of this site.
9 NZ Herald, 17 August 1908

10 NZ Herald, 2 April 1909.

11 NZ Herald, 26 Feb 1910

12 Auckland Star, 9 Sept 1910

13 Auckland Star, 27 Dec 1910

14 Auckland Star, 3 Mar 1911

15 Manawatu Standard, 4 Apr 1911
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He was interested in the potentially radioactive
properties of the hot springs at Rotorua and with
Dr Bertram, > ran a private hospital. 3

Finally in March 1911, he had his bankruptcy
annulled, having managed to pay all his debts. 14

Gazette in Bankruptcy.

2

REMB COURT OF NEW ZEA.
ﬁ'kns.m;womm JUDICIAL DIS-
TRIOT, HAMILTON REGISTRY.

THEODOR_ END-
IN THR MATTER OP B Dy

gﬁ“hﬁ&" bankrupt-

OMclu'l“Al:Eng: in benkrn
nny of the zaid H'l‘heod o nﬁﬁ“"‘"‘.}f

hearing
E for the a plleant it was ordered
that t.ho order olp udication,

. of the pro-

”;l:d"lhl:::-d of I’am‘lr :@:
2y
W. 8. FISHER,
Oficial Assignee.

NZ Herald, 13 March 1911

The next month saw him in Palmerston North
working as a locum tenens for Dr Wilson, who
had gone on an overseas trip. 5. Dr Wilson may
have had a parrot as the Manawatu Standard of
22 July 1911 advertises

Lost - from Dr Wilson’s
residence, Ferguson street, a green
parrot. Reward on return to Dr
Endletsberger or information given as
to it's whereabouts.
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The NZ Times noted Dr Endletsberger’s return
to Rotorua from Palmerston North on 17th
October 1911, from where he promptly went on a
trip to Sydney: 16

He had returned by sometime in February 1912

when he was working (and driving) in Auckland.
17

DEICN 1vORU. "

Dr. Theodor Endletsberger war fined
10s and costs for driving his car round
the corner of Durbam and Queen Stroets
at a greater speed than walking pace.

PRO RS |

e it VO

NZ Herald, 12 April 1912

THANKS.—Mr. A. A. Yates and Family,

of Rotorua, wish t¢ return Thanks to
Dr. Theo. Endletsberger fcr the serious opera-
tion he performed with great success, with
his assistants, on Mrs, Yates, and for the
careful nursing and kindest {reatment ten-
dered to her at the hands of the Nursing
taff, under Miss Foote, al the Rawlingstone
Privale Hospital.

J

-

NZ Herald, 23 December 1913

Yl T
PR
R o]
- 5 i

N

PERSONAL. -

(CAETAIN ELSMORE wishes™ to think..”
Dr. Endletsberger for the Successful- s’
oneriation performed on his wife; also’ Dr,
Bernardl and Nurses Campbell and- West,
Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Dr. Darby, for thelr-
kindnces during Mrs. Elsmore’s {liness at "
Dr. Endletsberger's private residence, : 45, -
Symonds Street. ] -3

Auckland Star, 18 April 1913

16 NZ Passenger Lists, 139-1974 Archives New Zealand

Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

Dr Endletsberger had applied for, and been
granted on 10 March 1911, 8 naturalisation as a
British subject, but obviously with the onset of
war in 1914, he felt he needed to advertise that
fact. 19

Dr. Endletsberger is a uaturalised
Briish subject, and wants the glad
-tidings spread around - (says the .Auck-
Jand “Star).

Poverty Bay Herald, 17 August 1914

Probably he had been the victim of anti-German
sentiment, as suggested two years later when he
was fined for driving a car at night without
sufficient lights, 20 and convicted & discharged
for leaving his car standing in Queen Street with
out a tail-light. 2r This case was reported in
greater length in the Observer of 4 March 1916.
Dr Endletsberger testified he felt people were
deliberately interfering with his vehicle, perhaps
because of his nationality.

Meanwhile he continued to work in Auckland
and had found the time to tame a seagull.

TTTSAM woniel Olewara, s 8. Alanaia,

OST—Tame Black and White Seagull
IJ right wing cut.—Ample reward on retu‘:’n:

ng same N g 4
Epson. to Dr. Endletsberger, York Ave‘..

NZ Herald, 8 January 1916.

17 NZ Herald, 29 May 1912 - Witness in court case. Had examined the plaintiff in February.

18 NZ Naturalisations 1843-1981 ancestry.com
19 Although | cannot find that announcement in the Auckland Star itself
20 NZ Herald 11 Feb 1916

21 Auckland Star, 25 Feb 1916
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Perhaps it was inevitable that on April 19th 1916
he was arrested and interned on Motuihe Island. ANOTHEB ARBM.

A public accountant was appointed to manage
his estate. > DR. ENDLETSBERGER'S OASE

Motuihe Island is said to have housed “Better
class” internees. Including the Danish and

Austrian Consuls and German Business men. 2 . RRMOVAL TO FORT CAUTLEY.

During yesterdsy dm another
The same source records arrest was effected by the ]ﬂu authori-
tiss under instructions from the Defence

 E—r——

“Life on Motuibe for the internees was not Department.
hard. They were given reasonable freedom About 430 p.m. Chief-Detective Me-
to roam the island during the day to fish, Mabon, with Detective-Sergeant Hollis
collect fruit, or swim. Some were even and Detective Powell, proseeded to the
allowed to accompany the camp rooms of Dr. Endletsbergee, in Edson's
commandant on trips to Auckland to buy Buildings. in High Street, and placed the
supplies not available at the canteen. It dooctor under arrest.  Dr. Endletsberger
was a situation of mutual respect and waa removed to the Ferry Buildings and
trust. The internees were regarded as being taken by the 550 p.m. ferry boat to
of such a high calibre that they could be Devonport, where he was banded over by
trusted not to abuse the freedom given.”4 Detectives Hollis snd Powsll fo the mili-
tary authorities, and later taken to Fort

_That ~ well known citizen Dr. forred later fo one of the internmeat
Endletsberger, with the duelling camna.

scar on his face, the spectacles, the 0 made
cigarette and the slight limp, is, as A' m ‘b. case d m m L
most people are aware, at present a 2 b.ll' ‘M
wuest of the King. His reappear- ithe m‘r secTeCy 18 b’

ance in Queen Street on Friday last wo m in n‘w to the ressons

caused no comment, few people re-

membering that he had been away. for the internment.
The doctor, who was carrying his or

usual professional bag and his pro-

fv.\isioxtml] cli_;_}:al‘etﬁ.}, appears in Dr. mw hes been in New
robus 1wealth. le was accom- -
Ean{vdl h{v a sergleant of the A\Te\ﬁ M ‘“ 'h‘ lo ,m" II"”"’
Zealand forces, who (as is unusual) .
(ll'id not “]'ear Tidealrms, clearly in-- b‘ h'd in Eﬂ‘m ‘a‘ 5 yoars. n‘
dicating that the doctor is not re- 3 . mother w
g]m‘d(jd as d:ln;,'orous;l .'%lthou;‘,.f,h not AL m n M’ :l; A.n
showing any outward sign of per- ishwoman and father
turbation, the doctor took the ser- m . o ..n -
zeant affectionately by the arm and m B‘ M dlm 18 h‘-
sugeested “side streets.”” The aver-
a{,_:,(\, citizenl_ lm\vo\v}er, [is S0 Iun- hﬂd, Fm & P“'b“‘, 'nd V'lu‘m&
observant that if the Kaiser’s Im- .
perial Gunrd.; (({n 1)1(31in clgthesz' Since his arrival in Now W, Dr.
were to wander down Queen Street: . .
it would cause little comment. M&W M ‘a'ﬁ" ’m n
‘ Rotorus. He came to Auckland in 1011
?
Observer, 27 May 1916 and conducted a privale nursing home in
Symonds Street some time, and he

NZ Herald, 20 April 1916

22 Auckland Star, 28 April 1916
23 Motuihe - 1914 WW1 Internment Camp

24 Motuihe - 1914 WW1 Internment Camp - after an escape by some Germans who had been interred there from Samoa using the camp commandant’s
own launch, conditions were tightened.
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The duelling scar mentioned is interesting. A
Theo Endletsberger is present in a list of reserve
Military and Marine Officers in 1896, 1897, 1898
& 1899 = and the entry for his marriage 26
confirms this must be him noting he is serving as
an Imperial and Royal Assistant Surgeon in the
Reserve. 27

On June 8th 1918, newspapers published a list of
Enemy Aliens who had had their naturalisation
cancelled. Theodore Albrecht Carl Endletsberger
was one of them.28 29. Interestingly, he remained
on the medical register throughout his
internment giving an address simply of Auckland.

On November 22nd 1918 he was released under
escort to go to Rotorua to tend a patient,
apparently at the request of the patient’s
husband.3° The newspapers of the time reveal
there was a great deal of surprise, discussion,
questions in parliament, letters to the editor and
other comment relating to this. He was absent
from Motuihi for 6 days.

It was not until October 1919 that some further
freedom was allowed for Dr Endletsberger. He
was permitted a fortnight’s parole. 3 Finally
being given his full liberty in December 1919.3

His notoriety did not end there. On December
20th protests arose that he had been granted a
telephone connection having apparently jumped
a waiting list at “the exchange”.33. Of course this
was because he was a doctor and was wanting to
resume his medical practice, but this fact rarely

Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

made it into the newspaper articles, which were
carried country wide, and had headlines like

Dr ENDLETSBERGERS PHONE

ENEMY ALIENS - DEPORTATION URGED
BY RETURNED SOLDIERS

Just three or four months later, on April 1st 1920
34, he married Ethel Grace Bennetto, a singer &
dancer from Australia. They had no children.

At last, thankful notices begin to appear and
there is evidence his services were being
requested much as before.3

‘the F- o 1!
ELIza sty £, S

v mt lmw%

grami

Special thanks d

lo‘:'. c'hu \I:l?ld vy l:dm?xlnd at
durmms Mrs. Little’s illness.

NZ Herald 1 November 1920

In 1921, Dr Endletsberger was fined for
operating an unregistered private hospital at his
residence, Hillside Crescent, Mount Eden.36
However it was noted that the doctor and nurses
were all highly qualified. Then, he lost his
instrument bag!

LO INSTRUMENT B AG.
Name plate, Dr Endletsberger
Between Mt. Eden Terminus and Onehunga.
’ SCHMIDT, Chemist,
268, Queen Street

! Rewsrd at
1
I

Auckland Star, 9 January 1922

25 Germany & Austria, Directories of Military & Marine Officers, 1600-1918 ancestry.com

26 https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/oesterreich/wien/04-st-elisabeth/02-15/?pg=72 (3rd entry on the page)

27 An assistant surgeon held a commissioned officer rank, and primarily served during times of mobilisation

28 Hawkes Bay Tribune, 8 June 1918

29 | cannot find that he had this restored later, but he does appear on the electoral roll of 1928, so | think it must have been.

30 NZ Herald 30 November 1918 - just one of many many articles about this

31 Auckland Star, 24 October 1919

32 NZ Herald, 12 December 1919

33 Auckland Star, 20 December 191

34 ' NZ Births Deaths & Marriages. Not 1910 as it says in one obituary
35 Auckland Star, 25 November 1920

36 NZ Herald, 10 September 1921
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In 1923 he moved his private hospital &
residence to 21, Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby. 37

The Auckland Star of 25 June 1924 reported an
accident, Mrs Julia Holly stepped from a tram
into the path of Dr Endletsberger’s car. She was
knocked unconscious, but improving. In
September, he was fined for failing to obey the
signal of a traffic constable 38. In 1925 he
advertised his lost brindle bitch bulldog. 39 He
can’t have had good fences, his White Samojed
dog strayed in 1927.4°

His driving continued to cause problems, and in
1928 he hit an elderly man, who later died, in
Karangahape Road.

Rats were a nuisance.

ATS.—aE:perth Rﬂt’:;" Jttcli‘erm urgently
needed.~— Repor r.. LEndletsberger, "
270, Queen St., 5 p.m., any evening. .‘ %

4

NZ Herald, 26 March 1928

Perhaps the Palmerston North parrot was his
own. As he has now lost his galah! 4

JARROT, grey and pink, young, Galah,
]-' Mt. Eden; reward.—~Dr, Endletsberger,

Phone, 21-243.

NZ Herald, 25 November 1929

37 NZ Herald, 30 June 1923
38 NZ Herald 4th Sept 1924
39 Auckland Star, 7 July 1925

40 Auckland Star 12 Jan 1927

Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

He hit the curb on Brighton Street, Parnell in
1931, the car ended up on it’s side. Dr
Endletsberger climbed out unharmed, 4 but
died later in the year age 62.

41 His obituary records an interest in natural history, and this article records he caught a tuatara in Rotorua and gave it to the MP for Palmerston (North?)

who was living in Plimmerton NZ Herald May 1 1922

42 Auckland Star 29 June 1931 - with photograph of the car
Version 3.
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ENDLETSBERGER. — On September 14,
1931, at a private hospital, Theodore Carl,
medical practitioner, beloved husband of
Ethel Grace Endletsberger. R.I.P, Mass
will be celebrated at St. Michael’s Church,
Middleton Road, Remtiera, at 8.30 a.m.
to-morrow (Tuesday), the funeral then
leaving for Waikumete Cemetery.

Many obituaries were published.

DR. T. C. ENDLETSBERGER.

WELL-KNOWN MEDICO PASSES.

The death oceurred in Auckland last
evening at a private hospital of Dr
Theodore Carl Endletsberger, after .an
illness of about three weeks.

He was born in Austria, and came to
New Zealand when a young man. For
some time he was a partner at Mata-
mata with Dr. Bertram, and later prac-
tised at Rotorua. About 18 years ago
he came to Auckland, and built up a
large practice. TFor a time he had a
private hospital near Mount Eden. A
man of gencrous nature, he treated many
poor people without charge. -

L

Dr. Endletsberger was a man .of
learning, and took a deep interest in
natural history and in flowers.

Dr. Endletsberger, who at one time of
his life was attached to the Austrian
Embassy, and lived for some time in
India, qualified for degrees in three
countries, France, Belgium and Austria.
He was regarded as one of the best
diagnosticians in New Zealand. He is
survived by his wife and two children,
who are living in Austria.

Auckland Star, 14 Sept 1931
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DR. T. E. ENDLETSBERGER.

Dr. Theodore Carl Endletsberger,
who was the first doctor to practice
in the Matamata district, died in a
private hospital in Auckland on Mon-
day last. The late Dr. Endletsberger
was the son of a prominent Vienna
lawyer, and served for .some time as
medical officer at the German Em-
bassy in St. Petersburg, and Tlater
condiucted = a private hospital in
Vienna. Over twenty years ago he
came to New Zealand, and settled in
Matamata, at which time he could
only speak broken English. For
several years he was well-known in
the Matamata district, his military
bearing as he rode around the dis-
trict making him a conspicuous fig-
ure. :The late Dr. Endletsberger
built the house in Matamata now oc-
cupied by Mr. ..J. Meclntyre, and
earned a reputation in the early days
of never failing to answer a call no
matter what obstacle was in in his
way. . After several years he left for
Rotorua, where he practised in part-
nership -with Dr. Bertram. ‘Some 18
years ago deceased left for <Auck-
land, where he was practising at the
time of his death. Dr. Endletsberger
is survived bv his wife.

Matamata Record 17 Sept 1931
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THEODOR ENDLETSBERGER.

Pankrupt, with whom his creditors ex-
pressed sympathy on account ofr severe
Jliness, states—"1 came to New Zealand
in January, 1906, and went into farming
at Matamata with cne Frederick Lang.
T had #£290 when I airived. 1 lost my
money &t farming. I started as a
doetor on May 1st, 1906. I had then
£90 left. 1 had made an arrangement
with the Matanata settlers that they
should guarantee £120 per year. There
were 80 subscribers at 30/ each. The
subseribers were to get medical attention
at half rates. I bought drugs and in-
struments and built a house. 1 arranged
with Alr. Abbot, storekeeper, of Mata-
mata, to supply me with building ma-
terial. I was to give him a mortgage for
£200 when the lLouse was ready. The
amount of the guarantee was to be paid
to me on the lst September, 1906, and in
anticipation of receiving this money 1
incurred certain debts and was disap-
pointed by not receiving the guarantee
money at the right time. I gave the
collecting of the guarantee money to Mr.
Abbot. 1 believe he collected £71. Sub-
sequently I collected about £30 more and
there is still some owing. Mr. Abbot re-
tained the £71, as the £200 mortgage was
insificient to satisfy his claim. I ex-

Version 3.

Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

peted that tho guarantee would bhe a
‘condinibus one;y and that I should receive
thesame amount (£120) every year, but
aly a few.of the subscribers would pay
after the first year. I expected to make
100 a year in fees beyond the yearly
guarantee. T have been disappointed in
not getting the guarantee fee after the
first year, and in the outside fees being
less than the £300. I attribute my posi-
tion to the failure of the guarantee as
stated and to the insufficiency of the out-
gide fees. 1 consider, however, that my
assets are suificient to pay my debts un-
less they are sacrificed by a forced realis-
ation. I was compelled to incur heavy
expenses when I went into practice and
io go into debt for mecessaries such as a

; horses, house and furniture. I
have not been able up to the present time
io liquidate the claims against me. Given
time I am satisfied that I should have
teen able to pay all claims. I have had
conziderable expense from illmess. Last
year I was laid up from Easter till after
the middle of June, and I have been also
partially incapacitated by a weak heart.
Uwing to a dislocated shoulder 1 was
incapacitated throughout the whole of
Ax}gust lasy from outside practice by
being unable to ride. In February last
I was 1l for three weeks. I have always
lived economically and carefully.” The

| WEPRS, P "

TS Thvesvasiuall) AUl By . ane
bankrupt sets down his liabilities at £363
/9 end assets £485 19/, including sur-
plus from securities £288 16/, and bhook
debts £100. The claims of secured credi-
tors amount to £211 4/, The next meet-

g of creditors will be held at Hamilton
n Apri] 9.

Auckland Star, 4 April 1908
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Theodor Albrecht Carl ENDLETSBERGER

71

Jan.10.] THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE.
REGISTER OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS—continued.
Re 313 :tt;gifon. Name. Qualification. Residence.

1903, May 16 | Elliott, James Sands .
1903, Feb. 18 | Elmslie, William Wallace ..

1906, Feb. 26 | Endletsberger, Theodor

annn T

Version 3.

M.B., Bach. Surg., Univ. Edin, 1902 .. we

Lic. Fac. Piys. ard Surg. Glasg. 1875. Lic. Soc. | Wellington.
Apoth. Lond. 1877 -

M.D. Univ. Vienna 1895

Medical Register 1907

reDAY, | Juor 1 4,

AT 11 O’CLOCE,

MATAMATA SE’ITLEME.\’T,
CORNER TAWA-ST. AND BURWOOD-RD.

SIX-BOOMED RESIDENCE  AXD
FOUR ACRES LLND.

T. B{A’NDENO JACKS'ON,

Acting under instructions, wiil Sell by Pub-
lic Auction, at their Rooms, Customs-st.
E., on the above date,

HE GOODWILL OF THAT VALUABLE
PROPERTY. containing four acres,
corner TAWA-ST and BURWOOD-RD.,

MATAMATA SETTLEMENT, and being

Lot 153, Block II., Tapapa S.D.; 999 vears:

lease, at £2 8/ half-yearly, payabdle in ad-

vance; together with the COMFORTABLE

RESIDENCE OF SIX ROOMS and cop-

venlences, detached man's room, and stable,

known as Dr. Endletsberger’s late residence
524

Auckland Star 28 June 1911

Waellington.:

- mea

Matamata.

Lot 153, Block Il, Tapapa Survey District
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