
Matamata Pharmacists                       James CORBETT

At some point James Corbett purchased a section 
in Arawa Street .  In 1924 he announced plans to 1

erect a “fine up-to-date building” on the site, with 
foundations in place by early 1926. J. M. Mercer, 
Dentist, occupied the premises upstairs from 1928, 
and a dental practice remained there until at least 
the  year  2000.  The building  is  illustrated below 
right.  Today it  is  occupied at street level  by the 
Red Cross charity shop. 

Ownership of this site is somewhat confusing as 
Colin  Ross  is  recorded  as  owning  it,  while  the 
chemist later operated from the Bennett Building, 
a two storey structure built in 1922 and described 
in the Waikato Times of 29 March 1922 as ‘newly 
built” 2

The presence of the Goonan siblings - niece and 
nephew of James Corbett - as mortgagors on the 
Colin  Ross  title  aligns  with  the  provisions  of 
James  and  his  sister’s  wills  .  Additional  titles 3

remain to be investigated.

 Part of  Section 10, Block VII, Matamata Town1

 Waikato Times, 29 March 19222

 Will of James Corbett3

Bennett’s Buildings

Matamata Record, 24 November 1924

Matamata Record, 28 January 1926

Matamata Record, 8 March 1928

Corbett’s New Building. J.Corbett 
inscribed on the verandah to left of 

the power pole. 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19241124.2.18?end_date=30-11-1924&items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=mr+Corbett&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-11-1924
https://collections.archives.govt.nz/web/arena/search/%23/entity/aims-archive/R9361398/corbett-james---hikutaia---retired-chemist?q=James+corbett&isFuzzy=true&c=%2522field%2522:%2522associatedDate_year%2522,%2522gte%2522:%25221945%2522,%2522lte%2522:%25221946%2522&source=aims-archive
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WT19220329.2.70?end_date=30-03-1922&items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=arawa&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=29-03-1922&title=WT
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19260128.2.16?end_date=31-12-1926&items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=J.+Corbett+&snippet=true&start_date=01-01-1926&title=MATREC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19280308.2.25.1?end_date=31-12-1945&items_per_page=10&page=57&phrase=2&query=corbett&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-01-1919&title=MATREC
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It was not until 1936 that he finally developed the 
section  on  the  corner  of   Arawa  Street  and 
Broadway. Now occupied by the ANZ Bank.

Booth & Chapman Ltd, 1963 

Matamata Record, 4 June 1936.
(section 1 block IV) 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19360604.2.16
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Although  the  certificate  of  title  records  the 
transfer of Section 4, Block IV, from Corbett to 
Union  Theatres  Ltd  on  4th  February  1932, 
newspaper  reports  indicate  the  sale  occurred  in 
1927. The Regent Theatre was subsequently built 
on the site  and officially  opened in May 1930 . 4

This raises the possibility that Corbett was more 
closely associated with Union Theatres Ltd than is 
immediately apparent,  or that the title deed has 
been misinterpreted. 

Perhaps it was with the proceeds of the 1932 sale 
that James Corbett bought the section  on which 5

Ivan  Black  (the  “One  property  owner  in  Arawa 
street” of the newspaper article on this page) had 
been hoping to build his picture theatre. 

James  sub-divided  that  section  and  sold  the 
separate parts in 1937 & 1938.

 Matamata Record, 29 May 19304

 Section 3, Block VI, Matamata Town5

Regent Theatre in 1978. MHS collection 78020-5

Matamata Record, 14 March 1927

Matamata Record, 9 Nov 1933

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19331109.2.15?end_date=31-12-1945&items_per_page=10&page=147&phrase=2&query=corbett&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-01-1919&title=MATREC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19300529.2.6?end_date=30-05-1930&items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=theatre&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=29-05-1930&title=MATREC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19270314.2.23
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It  didn’t  seem  to  take  James  Corbett  long  to 
de ve lop  a  re ta i l  bus iness  a longs ide  h i s 
pharmaceutical one. 

In  1930  the   Matamata  Town  Hall  once  again 
proved too small to hold those desirous of seeing 
the Matamata High School Staff Production. “Are 
You  a  Mason?” .   -  Liberty  was  taken  with  the 6

dialogue to introduce local quips. The newspaper 
report expanded :-

“Perhaps the best of the local touches was the list 
of  eligible  young  men  read  by  Mrs  Bloodgood 
when  considering  the  application  for  her 
daughter ’s  hand…..  Mr  James  Corbett,  a 
shocking  flirt  who  seems  to 
regard a lady’s toilet as his own 
special business.” 

Many products were made on the 
premises.  The  Department  of 
Health had inspectors to perform 
random  checks,  and  James 
Corbett  was  prosecuted for 
selling  Camphor  Oil  at  a 
higher  strength  than  that 
permit ted  by  the  Act . 
However,  as  you  can  read 
on  the  next  pa ge ,  the 
Depar tment  wa s 
reprimanded  by  the  judge, 
and costs awarded. 

 Matamata Record, 30 October 19306

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19301030.2.16?items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=are+you+a+mason&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA.rev&title=MATREC
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•

Matamata Record, 5 November 1934

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19341105.2.19?end_date=31-12-1945&items_per_page=10&page=181&phrase=2&query=corbett&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-01-1919&title=MATREC

