
Matamata Pharmacists                       James CORBETT

James Corbett was deeply involved in Matamata 
civic and social life. He was active in the Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Matamata  Beautification 
Society, the Golf Club and the Tennis Club.

He showed interest  in  the  Horticultural  Society 
and  was  an  entrant  in  the  second  Matamata 
Flower show, held in 1932 . A Roman Catholic, he 1

served as president of the Holy Name Society in 
1936 , while also supporting fundraising efforts for 2

the St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  (He won a 3

Turkey.) 

He attended the first  annual  general  meeting of 
the Matamata Swimming Club in  1930,  and was 
elected one of the vice-presidents. 4

In  1927  a  well  attended  meeting  established  a 
branch of the United Political Party, and Mr Jas. 
Corbett was elected to the position of treasurer  5

For the golf club, he donated at least one trophy 
and with Mr McIntyre in 1930 provided the Rocky 
Downs club with a mower, and supported the fund 
raising  for  a  lawn  mower  for  the  Matamata 
Beautification Society . 6

In his younger years it seems golf was his principal 
sporting interest, competing at other clubs as well 
as his own, and in 1928 he scored a hole-in-one at 
Rocky Downs. After the clubs merged and played 
at  the new course at  Okauia,  members may not 
have  anticipated the  unusual  hazard  reported in 
1936,  when  stray  bullets,  rather  than  golf  balls, 
became a concern. 

He was  even an associate member of the newly 
established Matamata Aero Club . 7
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By 1927 it  is  evident horse racing had become a 
major interest. He was one of the many men who 
were named as  officers  of  the Matamata Racing 
Club. By 1932 he was Clerk of the Course, and in 
1933 joined the ranks of race horse owners, with 
the  purchase  of  “Dark  Marble”  from  Joseph 
Pohlen. 

The Matamata  Races  in  January  of  1936  were  a 
successful  event.  There  was  a  good  turn  out 
bolstered  by  a  special  train  bringing  racegoers 
from Auckland (Although it  was  an  hour  late.) .  8

Dark Marble won the big event of the day,  The 
Matamata Hack Cup. The trophy for this was a 
“Handsome Grandfather  Clock”.  This  had  been 
on display in Mr Corbett’s shop paving the way for 
a  good joke at  the presentation.  In 1936 he was 
elected president of the Matamata Racing Club. 9

In 1937 he bought a chestnut colt at the Trentham 
sales.  Sired by Night Raid (also the sire of Phar 
Lap).  This horse was named The Cardinal and in 10

1939 won the Avondale Cup. 
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Evening Post 23 Dec 1939
The  Cardinal  returning  to  the  enclosure  after  his- 
victory in the Avondale Cup last Saturday. This four-year-
old gelding is one of the few chestnuts sired by Night 
Raid and he is  already being seriously mentioned as  a 
New  Zealand  Cup  prospect.  He  is  owned  by  Mr.  J. 
Corbett, of Matamata, and is trained by J. W. Cathro at 
Matamata
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Nearly 20 years after commencing in business he 
set out on a what was intended to be a lengthy 
overseas holiday. 

He arrived in  San Francisco on April  19th  1938. 
The incoming passenger list describes him as 5ft 6 
inches tall, (about 168 cms) with grey hair and grey 
eyes .  In England he was seen at Clovelly, Devon 11

by  Mr  G.  T.  Newsome of  Waharoa,  who  wrote 
home to report on his own trip , and he attended 12

the Dublin Horse Sales where he bought a horse 
“Douglas Hyde” (named after the first president of 
Eire,  inaugurated  in  June  1938).  However  by 
November  14th  1938  he  had  returned  home, 
having left Britain on the Orontes on September 
24th 1938 . A letter from the racing club reported 13

on November 17th 1938 was to welcome home and 
wish him a speedy recovery. 14

Although he is thereafter mentioned many times 
in the Matamata Record, it is clear his health is an 
issue. Although still the President, he was unable 
to attend the 1939 AGM of the Matamata Racing 
Club,  and had tendered his resignation. ,  Mr 15 16

Tims was elected to that role. 
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