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Presumably  he  had  arranged  for  a  locum 
pharmacist while he was on his world tour.  Was 
this Ralph Reid? An R. Reid is playing golf in May 
1938 at the Matamata Club, and Ralph Cuthbert 
Reid is on the general electoral roll of 1938, giving 
an  address  on  Hinuera  Road.  This  roll  is  dated 
22nd September 1938.   Ralph Reid was certainly 
manning the pharmacy in November 1939, and in 
May the following year purchased the business. 

Newspaper  mentions  confirm  James   was  still 
greatly  interested  in  Matamata  affairs  and  in 
January  1940  was  a  generous  donor  to  the 
Matamata  Centennial  Memorial  Fund.   He was 1

still very active at the Racing Club, not only racing 
his own horses but also donating prizes. 

James  Corbett  died  on  December  13th  1945.  In 
July 1946 one of the races at the Matamata Course 
was the J. Corbett Memorial Steeplechase. 2

A long obituary  was  published in  the Matamata 
Record of December 17th 1945.  (next page). 

 Matamata Record 11 October 19401

 Matamata Record 8 August 19462

Matamata Record, 13 November 
1939

Matamata Record 13 May 1940

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19400111.2.53?items_per_page=10&query=corbett+centennial+memorial&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA.rev&title=MATREC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19400111.2.53?items_per_page=10&query=corbett+centennial+memorial&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA.rev&title=MATREC


Matamata Pharmacists                       James CORBETT



Matamata Pharmacists                       James CORBETT

APPENDIX -

The  Dublin  Horse  Show  &  the  purchase  of 

“ D o u g l a s 
Hyde”

Catholic Standard  5 
August 1938 (Dublin) 
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Waikato Times of 27 July 1940 recorded that 
Douglas Hyde was going to stand at Stud.

Western Morning News, 3 
August, 1938 (Plymouth, 

Devon)

Western Morning News, 4 August 1938, 
(Plymouth, Devon)

Manawatu Standard, 16 October 1938

Auckland Star 11 August 1939

Matamata Record, 6 March 1939

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/AS19390811.2.114.2?end_date=31-12-2001&items_per_page=10&page=22&phrase=2&query=Douglas+Hyde&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-01-1938
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MATREC19390306.2.16?end_date=31-12-2001&items_per_page=10&page=21&phrase=2&query=Douglas+Hyde&snippet=true&sort_by=byDA&start_date=01-01-1938
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WT19400727.2.34?end_date=31-12-2001&items_per_page=10&query=interlace&snippet=true&start_date=01-01-1938
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Matamata Record September 11th 1930
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Summary of properties found to be owned at 
some point by James CORBETT. 

Found as at 4th January 2026

• Section 4, Block IV Matamata Town - Regent 
Theatre

• Section 9, Part Section 105, Block II, Tapapa 
Survey District. (somewhere north of Beatty 
Road) - title still to be found. 

• Section 10, as above

• Section 2, Block IV, Matamata Town, 
Corbett’s Building (Dollar Shop)

• Section 1, Block IV, Matamata Town, ANZ 
Bank corner.

• Section 3, Block VI, Matamata Town, Corner 
Broadway & Arawa Street from Osteria down 
to the old BNZ bank building.

• Section 10 Block VII, (Part of.) Matamata 
Town.  Professional Chambers, Arawa Street, 
(Building with Red Cross in it).

• Section 7 Block XVII, Matamata Town. 
Hohaia Street. (The Catholic Church is on 
Section 1 of this block.) 


