
JOHN DRAPER (II) 1879 - 1941

1874 Wife, BEATRICE ALICE LONGFIELD Born: Bootle, Lancashire. 02.07.1874 (Birth Cert).

1875

1876

1877

1878 0 Kirkdale Born: 6 Dryburgh Street, Kirkdale, Lancashire, 4.11.1878

1879 0 Baptised 12 Jan 1879, Walton-on-the-Hill, Aston Brook, Birmingham, Warwick, England. Family listed as living in Kirkdale, Lancashire.

1880 1

1881 2 Kirkdale 5th CENSUS: John living with parents, John and Emily at 6 Drysburgh St, Kirkdale, Lancs.

1882 3

1883 4

1884 5

1885 6

1886 7

1887 8

1888 9

1889 10

1890 11

1891 12 Bath Lodge, 
Ormskirk

6th CENSUS:  Family living at Bath Lodge, Dark Lane, Ormskirk.  John not at home on day of census, aged 12. May will later visit the property, as will Paul 
and Heather (derelict at that time – later restored and featured on ‘The Restoration Man’ TV show).

1892 13

1893 14

1894 15



1895 16

1896 17

1897 18

1898 19 Brother, Frederick departs England to Quebec, Canada on the Parisian 28.04.1898.

1899 20 John (II) baptised as a Christadelphian, aged 20: 01.01.1899
Boer War begins

1900 21 John writes to his younger brother, Ted (and older brother Fred) from the HM Boer War Transport Aurania 07.06.1900. Says he started working 12.03.00, 
leaving South Hampton on 17.03.00 sailing to Cape Town with 1,800 troops and returning with 610 sick and wounded (letter).  

1901 22 Woodbine 
Cottage, Town 
End, Ormskirk

1902 23 Sister, Emily dies, aged 12: 02.09.1902.  John writes to Beatrice Longfield discussing differences in faith (letter has been lost).
Boer War ends

7th CENSUS:  Family living at Woodbine Cottage, Town End, Ormskirk.  John recorded as a Grocers Assistant, aged 22.
John worked for Garside’s & sons Grocers in at 6 Aughton Street, Ormskirk. Heather recalls a mention of a pneumatic tube system for transporting cash 
and messages (?Lamson) 

https://ormskirkbygonetimes.co.uk/blog/



1903 24

Date and location unconfirmed but possibly taken before departing to New Zealand.



1904 25 John moves to Auckland, New Zealand, aged 26. Sails on the ‘RUAPEHU’ departing London bound for Wellington on 02.11.1904. His occupation is 
recorded as labourer’.

 
Ormskirk Advertiser - Thursday 09 March 1905 

 
The RMS (Royal Mail Ship) Ruapehu (Image courtesy of National Library of New Zealand, PAColl-3037, John Dickie Collection, 1869-1942, Ref. 1/1-002409-G). 



1905 26 Wellington Sister, Elizabeth Draper baptised as a Christadelphian, aged 23:  09.02.1905.
Mother, Emily Draper baptised a Christadelphian, aged 57: 27.04.1905.
John writes to his father from Wellington

1906 27

1907 28 Auckland Wife, Beatrice Alice Longfield changes her faith and is baptised a Christadelphian, aged 32: 25.01.1907
Beatrice sails from Liverpool to Sydney on the ‘PERSIC’, 26.09.1907.
John & Beatrice marry on 26.11.1907 at the Auckland Registry Office. John is recorded as a Grocer’s Assistant.

1908 29 Freemans 
Bay, Auckland

1st child …………Daughter, BEATRICE ALICE (MAY) Born: 6 Paget St, Freemans Bay, Auckland: 18.10.1908 (Birth Cert).
Sister, Elizabeth, aged 36 changes faith and marries Frederick Johnson, aged 48 at Ormskirk Parish Church. 

1909 30 ? Brother Fred Draper travels to NZ (on passenger list to Brisbane)

1910 31

1911 32 Ponsonby, 
Auckland

2nd child …………………………………………………Son, JOHN Born: 79 Summer Street, Ponsonby, Auckland (still exists) 9.04.1911(Birth Cert).
NZ Census conducted – likely records destroyed.

1912 33

1913 34 Brother, Edward dies of Pleurisy, aged 30: 22.08.1913 (Death Cert).

John and May Draper – date unknown.



1914 35 Arawa St, 
Matamata

1915 36 4th child born…………Daughter, AGNES NATHALIE (need to order cert to see date and address)

1916 37 NZ Census conducted – likely records destroyed.

1917 38 Arawa St, 
Matamata

Brother, Joseph dies, Killed in Action at Vimy Ridge WWI, France, aged 29: 01.03.1917.
John joins New Zealand, World War I Army Reserve Roll, 1916-1917
He is recorded as a Grocer’s Assistant, Arawa St, Matamata

3rd child born…………………………………………… Son, EDWARD NEIL 25.05.1914. Place of birth, Matamata (Birth Cert). John Jnr is 3 years 
old.

NZ Electoral Roll: Arawa St
Obituary states he came to Matamata to manage the Wallace Supplies Branch, opposite the Bank of Australasia.

https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=1834&h=303130&tid=197265162&pid=282574052427&usePUB=true&_phsrc=IYo1171&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&currentPageIsStart=


1918 39

1919 40 NZ Electoral Roll: Arawa St
Fire destroys shops on Tower Rd 25th Feb 1919

NZ Electoral Roll: Beatrice and John living at Arawa Street, Matamata. John is recorded as a Storekeeper. John Jnr will be around 8yo.
John steps down as president of the Matamata Public Library

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 90, 11 JULY 1918, PAGE 2



1920 41

1921 42 NZ Census conducted - likely records destroyed.

1922 43 Arawa St, 
Matamata

Mother, EMILY dies after a period of failing health, aged 73: 03.03.1922 (Death Cert).  
Was living at 23 Dyers Lane, Ormskirk.  Buried at Christ Church Aughton.
NZ Electoral Roll: Arawa St. John listed as a Storekeeper.
19th December - John purchases 6 Tower Rd, Matamata (later Broadway). It is possible that he leased the premises from Edwin George Beeson and 
George Johnson, as he had been advertised his Select Store on Tower Rd since 1920. Edwin died in 1922 and subsequently ownership was transferred to 
George, who then sold the premises to John on the same day, while also holding the mortgage. The mortgage was also lodged with Percy Spencer (tenants 
in common), a solicitor from Auckland. The mortgage was transferred a number of times before being discharged in 1939 (records unclear).

JOHN opens his own store, 01.03.1920

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 170, 26 FEBRUARY 1920, PAGE 3

Family spend Christmas in Bayswater, Auckland.
MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 206, 30 DECEMBER 1920, PAGE 3



1923 44 John Munro, John Jnrs future father-in-law takes over the management of the Wallace Supplies Store in Matamata.

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 351, 8 MARCH 1923, PAGE 2

Daughter, BEATRICE ALICE (MAY) passed her junior division music exams.

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 462, 13 AUGUST 1923, PAGE 2



1924 45 Family move to 28 Smith Street, Matamata.

 
MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 544, 7 JULY 1924, PAGE 5

MATAMATA'S CASH STORE.MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 591, 18 DECEMBER 1924, PAGE 4

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 593, 29 DECEMBER 1924, PAGE 4 

  





1925 46 Smith St, 
Matamata

NZ Electoral Roll: Beatrice and John living at Smith Street, Matamata. John is recorded as a Storekeeper.
Methodist Sunday School Prize Giving. Prizes were presented to Nathan (Nathie), Neil, Jack and May Draper. Jack also received a gold medal for 6 years 
full attendance at Sunday School.

PRIZE – GIVING.MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME VIII, ISSUE 630, 14 MAY 1925, PAGE 4



1926 47

Scanned image from May Draper’s personal photo albums. No dates supplied.



1927 48 LIFE AFTER DEATH.MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME X, ISSUE 864, 29 SEPTEMBER 1927, PAGE 5
Multiple letters to the editor from Rev E Ward defending matters of faith against Mr John Draper in response to John’s letter criticising the Reverend’ s 
address.



1928 49 Smith St, 
Matamata

1929 50

Waikato Times, Volume 105, Issue 17660, 14 March 1929, Page 5

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 1040, 22 JULY 1929, PAGE 4
Possibly for the Murchison Earthquake, 17.06.1929

Brother, Frederick Draper visits from the UK. John is17, Neil is 14
NZ Electoral Roll: Smith St



1930 51

1931 52 Smith St, 
Matamata

NZ Census abandoned due to height of depression (Statistics NZ)
NZ Electoral Roll: Smith St

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XIV, ISSUE 1200, 2 MARCH 1931, PAGE 2

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XIII, ISSUE 1102, 3 MARCH 1930, PAGE 2



1932 53 Smith St, 
Matamata

Wife, Beatrice Alice dies of heart failure, aged 58: 5.10.32 at home at Smith Street (Death Cert). May is 24, John is 21, Neil is 18 and Nathie is 16.
She is buried at Matamata Cemetery, Plot 591, Row 8. Her grandson, Paul Draper will later be buried with her.
OBITUARY.MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XV, ISSUE 1366, 10 OCTOBER 1932, PAGE 4 



1933 54

1934 55

1935 56

1936 57

1937 58

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 1422, 8 MAY 1933, PAGE 1

Page 2 Advertisements Column 1MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XVII, ISSUE 1498, 8 FEBRUARY 1934, PAGE 2
Social notes: May and Neil attend a ‘Gift Afternoon’ at the home of J F Vospers.

Nathie, John and May Draper, date unknown, but likely taken on the porch at 28 Smith St, Matamata after Beatrice had passed away.



1938 59

1939 60 20th July 1939 - ?Mortgage at 6 Tower Rd cancelled  - records unclear.

1940 61 Moved to Auckland

John Jnr dating Vera Munro (future wife – their son believed they had been dating for a while, they didn’t marry until 1944, 3 years after John Snr passed 
away, possibly due to Vera’s non Christadelphian faith).

MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 1901, 17 JANUARY 1938, PAGE 1

July 1938 - Daughter, May Draper employed as a sewing teacher at Matamata District High School.
MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 1950, 11 JULY 1938, PAGE 1

Brief Mention MATAMATA RECORD, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 1913, 28 FEBRUARY 1938, PAGE 4



1941 62 New Lynn

1942

1943

Nov 1941 - John dies, age 64 years old (death cert).  He was living at 36 Rata St, New Lynn, Auckland. NZ Census abandoned due to WWII (Statistics NZ).
There is a Christadelphian Ecclesia nearby at 3195 Great North Rd, New Lynn.

  
Matamata Record, Volume XXIV, Issue 2291, 20 November 1941, Page 5



The population of New Zealand was enumerated from 1858 to the present. However, the pre-1966 returns have been destroyed 
with the exception of a few for the Maori population (1891-Family History Library film 449437, item 2; 1911-Family History 
Library film 449444, item 8). Post-1966 returns are closed to the public until 2066. 
Since most census returns have been destroyed, researchers use substitutes which list people, such as almanacs, directories, 
electoral rolls, lists of property owners and occupants, juror lists, and school records.  See the appropriate section of this outline for 
information regarding these records.

1944 Son, John Jnr marries Vera Munro. They raise their son as a Presbyterian, but are not regular church -goers in their later years. John Jnr was also a grocer, 
working for Marriotts/L D Nathan. Vera’s father was also a grocer, originally hailing from Glasgow and working for Sir Thomas Lipton. 

Nathie also marries into a retail royalty, marrying into the Tingey family in 1955. The Tingey’s had a large chain of decorating stores ‘R E Tingey & Co’, with 
multiple stores throughout New Zealand. They specialised in paint, wallpaper, glass and decorating supplies. Her husband, Albert Edward Tingey was also 
a Christadelphian.
May and Neil never marry, and live together until their deaths in the early 70s. They bequeath the proceeds of their home sale to the Christadelphians.

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=titlefilmnotes&columns=*,0,0&titleno=129361&disp=Census+of+the+Maori+population,+1891++
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=titlefilmnotes&columns=*,0,0&titleno=135946&disp=Census+of+the+Maori+population,+1911++


  


