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CUMMINGS DRAPERS
PART 2.  

On her marriage, Catherine Mildred CUMMINGS 
disposed of her business, The Value House,  to her 
brother John Edward (Jack) CUMMINGS.

He had (from the electoral rolls) been her assistant 
in the business with the exception of the war years, 
when as part of the 18th Draft, he served overseas 
from late 1916 until his return to New Zealand  in 
early 1919.

On his return to Matamata ‘Jack’ threw himself into 
the  affairs  of  the  town.  Firstly  being  part  of  the 
movement  to  form  an  association  for  returned 
soldiers, the R.S.A., as well as paying attention to 
his business.

Matamata Record 16 May 1918

Matamata Record 30th Sept 1920 

At the same time he was helping organise the 
Annual Social of the Matamata Rugby Union. 

We are not privy to the nature of his war injuries, 
but perhaps his lungs were compromised. In 1923 
nothing was secret and we learn he suffered from 
pneumonia. 

Matamata Record 11 Oct.1923
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Matamata Record 19th Nov 1923

He must  have been seriously  ill,  nearly  six  weeks 
later he is finally convalescent and ordered to have a 
change of climate. Thames should be just the ticket!

The store has good systems in place, and seems to 
be  functioning  perfectly  without  him.  No  doubt 
with the aid of his sister Annie, who is at this time 
recorded on the electoral rolls for Matamata. 

Matamata Record 29th Nov 1923

After  his   recovery,  he  continued  in  his  role  as 
secretary of the Matamata Rugby Union and took 
up golf.

It was about now the Cummings siblings staged the 
financial  intervention  for  his  sister  Mildred,  (see 
CUMMINGS DRAPER part 1) 

He  was  a lso  a  member  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce. In 1925 he stood down as secretary of 
the Matamata Rugby Union, due to the demands of 
his business but it is clear they aren’t going to let 
him go easily. 

“However,  there  may  be  other  ways  in  which  Mr 
Cummings’ knowledge of the game and the workings of 
the union may be utilised”     

 Matamata Record 2 April 1925

Later in the month he is the president! 

Matamata Record 28 July 
1924

Matamata Record, 30 April 1925
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Matamata Record, 23 April 1925

In June 1925 he was re-elected to the combined role 
of  secretary  &  treasurer  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  (Matamata Record 18th June 1925) 

Unfortunately even in a town as small as Matamata 
in 1925 burglaries occurred. 

But  he  didn’t  let  that  stop his  holiday  plans.  He 
travelled with Mr R. McCabe to Australia.

Matamata Record, 31 May 1926

Matamata Record, 14th Oct 1926

His staff are wonderful! He was away for about 6 
weeks. And was there at the time of the building 
of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

He was  annually  re-elected  as  president  of  the 
Matamata  Rugby Union.  While  in  1928  he  was 
Clay Bird shooting at Okoroire, and in December 
that year Messrs J.E.  Cummings,  C.E.  Barry,  L. 
Mehrtens,  B.  Hawes  &  P.J.  McNamara  were 
appointed  to  a  committee  to  organise  the 
building of a training shed for the rugby club. 

In January, Dan Hay, the dentist, Jack Cummings 
the draper, and Guy Philpott (who later married 
Annie  Cummings)  the  jeweller,  camped  at 
Mercury Bay and caught a 10 foot Mako Shark 
(Matamata Record 24 Jan 1929) 

Matamata Record 20th Dec 1926
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Matamata Record, 3rd Feb 1930

He went on a driving holiday the following summer. 

In July the men of the  Rocky Downs golf  club were 
playing for a trophy presented by Mr J.E. Cummings.

From various newspaper articles it is clear that he lived, 
along with many others of the single men & women, at 
the Grosvenor Hotel, more popularly known as  Black’s 
Boarding  house.   In  September  1930  this  wooden 
building was destroyed in a fire, just after Ivan Black had 
reduced his insurance cover.  J.E. Cummings managed to 
move his motor-car away, but by the time he got back 
was unable to save any of his personal belongings.

Late  in  the  summer  of  1929/1930  the  Matamata 
Swimming  Club  was  formed.   At  their  first  Annual 
General Meeting in November 1930 J.E. Cummings was 
elected  one  of  the  Vice-presidents.  (there  were  12  of 
them!)

The  men  of  Matamata  were  an  active  bunch.  The 
following  week  was  the  meeting  of  the  Citizens 
Committee  appointed  to  “deal  with  the  Rest  Room  and 
Plunket  Rooms”   J.E.  Cummings  was  there.   He  later 
presented  “two  fine  garden  seats  for  the  rest  room 
grounds.” 

And in signs of the depression, he was appointed to a 
Matamata committee of the Unemployment Board.

J. E. Cummings 1928

Matamata Record 24 Dec 1930

I  imagine there  was  great  excitement  at 
the donation of Bedford Park to the town. 
The deed of gift stipulated that there be 
four  trustees.  Two  representing  Cricket, 
and  two  represent ing  Rugby.  
J.E.Cummings was appointed as one of the 
Rugby representatives. 
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Matamata Record 19th March 1931

But they still find time for recreation!

Matamata Record, 2 April 1931

And to be on the jury for an inquest into a fatality 
at a railway crossing. 

Matamata Record 6 July 1931

Business is doing well enough to expand the shop 
(not  forgetting  he  had  an  inheritance  of  about 
£1000 from his sister Mildred in 1929). 
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Matamata Record 7th Sep 1931

Matamata Record 28th Sep 1931	

He donated a handsome shield of dark polished 
wood with a gilt raised flower on the centre to the 
Horticultural  Society  for  annual  competition 
between districts -   The Cummings Shield.  For 
this he was made a life member of the society.

Then  the  men  went  deep  sea  fishing  again, 
chartering  a  launch  and  fishing  down the  East 
Coast  from Mercury  Bay  to  Mayor  Island.  J.E. 
Cummings caught a good marlin (bigger than the 
one caught recently by a man from Waharoa!) and 
at some point decided they needed an aero-club. 

Matamata Record 23 May 1932

Also in 1932 he was elected a vice-president of the 
Matamata District Boxing Association.
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In  December  1932  a  new station  for  the  St  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  was  opened  in  Tainui  Street.  
Described by the district officer from Hamilton as a 
handsome  little  edifice.   J.E.  Cummings  has 
presented a silver cup, to be competed for quarterly 
among  members  to  provide  an  incentive  towards 
efficiency

Through the 1930s a  Deep Sea game fishing trip, 
and a Deer Stalking camp are at least annual events.

In 1934  he donated another cup. This time to the 
Matamata Basketball  Association for Intermediate 
play.   The teams draw for the Intermediate grade 
published on 14th June 1934 was Business Girls v. 
Walton (ref Miss Mapp),  Okoroire v Waharoa (ref 
Miss  Watson),  High  School  v  Old  Girls,  (ref  Mr 
Sorrenson). 

After several more episodes of pneumonia, 
1937 was a good year.  “All Records” were broken at 
the Matamata Racing club meeting. In particular 
takings at the totalisator.  J.E. Cummings was yet 
again an official. And  in July he married.

  The extended trip to “the Old Country & France” 
began almost immediately. They arrived at Tilbury 
docks in London on September 23rd 1937 aboard 
R.M.S. Orford. J.E.Cummings had a big send off, 
with presents including a camera. 

The tone of the report suggests he had relinquished 
all his positions and may or may not return to settle 
in Matamata.

Matamata Chronicle 29th July 1937
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Matamata Record 2 August 1937


