
Matamata Record 5th August 
1937

The business J.E. Cummings, The Value House 
continued as before, under the management of 
Mr W. Heyworth.

The town was not bereft of news of the trip. 

Matamata Record 9th Dec 1937

While  in London J.E. Cummings gave away his 
wife’s daughter, and they held the reception at 
the Alexandra Hotel, Hyde Park Corner. 

Matamata Record 17 Dec 1937

Matamata Record, 9th May 1938

A little over 6 months into the trip his 
manager  Mr  Heyworth  has  moved  to 
Hastings. This must have been irritating! 
He was succeeded by R. White

In addition Beatrice Cummings’ mother died. 
She was 85. Perhaps it was expected.   

But then they were off to Ireland for a few 
months.

Matamata Record 19 Sep 1938



Leading up to what is  now known as World 
War  2,  J.E.  Cummings  was  posting  home 
newspapers.  (Matamata Record 28 Nov 1938)

But  not  until  October  1939  is  there  any 
indication  of  them  planning  their  return.  
Securing passage was not easy. 

Matamata Record 2 Oct 1939

Matamata Record 23 Nov 1939

Matamata Record 21 Dec 1939

They did indeed make it home just in time for 
Christmas. Having left Southampton on November 
5th 1939. First stop New York.

Matamata Record 25 Jan  1940

Several  long  but  interesting  descriptions  of  their 
amazing  travels  can  be  read  in  the  Matamata 
Record.   25  Jan  1940,   30  Jan  1940,  5  Feb  1940 
(opinions  of  Germany & Hitler)   & 12  Feb 1940. 
The last  describes  a  close  up encounter  with the 
Duke of Windsor on the golf course at Cannes. 



It  is  only  a  couple of  months before he is  again 
donating  a  trophy.  This  time  for  the  Matamata 
Swimming Club’s Centennial Carnival. 

In April  he was  awarded life  membership of  the 
Matamata Rugby Sub-Union. 

The Matamata Record of 10 June 1940 reports on a 
Mock Court.  His  fine of  £2  was  the  largest  and 
suggests  the  length  of  the  honeymoon  had  not 
gone without comment!

At  the  July  1940  Meeting  of  the  Matamata 
Borough Council, (the first in the new chambers). 
Mr J.E. Cummings submitted a plan of a proposed 
subdivision of a section on the corner of Jellicoe 
Road. And in 1942 he offered to plant Cherry Trees 
on his street frontage. 

Matamata Record 11 July 1940

Matamata Record 21 Sep 1942

He later paid for more Cherry trees to be 
planted along Firth Street.

Matamata Record 5th August 1943



Dan Hay must have been glad to have his deep sea 
fishing partner back! 

Matamata Record 3 March 1941

Unsurprisingly J.E.C is actively involved in 
the  Matamata  Emergency  Precautions 
Scheme (Wartime civil defence).

Matamata Record 31 May 1943



Matamata Record 19 Jan 1942

The  same  year,  they  get  around  his 
apparent reluctance to be President of 
the  Rugby  union  by  making  him 
Patron 

In 1947, deliberations began with the 
aim  of  building  a  War  Memorial 
Community Centre. By now you will 
not  be  surpr i sed  to  f ind  J.E . 
Cummings  was  on  that  committee, 
but  he  did  put  in  an  apology  for  a 
meeting. Again he had been ill. 

Matamata Record 26 June 1947



The Record of 1 July 1948 and subsequent issues 
published a Matamata Directory “Who’s Who in 
the District”. J.E.Cummings was a Justice of the 
Peace.

Matamata Record, 21 February 1949

In November 1949, the Jay Cee (Matamata Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce)  conducted  the  first 
spring  gardening  competition.  There  were  39 
entries , “all of a very high standard”. 

“The heavily handicapped garden of Mr and Mrs 
J.E. Cummings was in the opinion of the judges, 
one of the most outstanding of its kind they had 
ever seen. 

The following year they are travelling to England 
again. This time they flew, it “only’ took four days.   
But travelled back to Australia by boat, then flew 
back to New Zealand from Australia 

Matamata Record, 8th June 1950

Matamata Record 2 Nov. 1950



John Edward Cummings died on the 10th March 
1964, and was buried in the Matamata Cemetery. 

These Cummings had no children.  In his will  he 
left all to his wife, other than £500 to each of his 
surviving  sisters.  Annie  Philpott  &  Elizabeth 
Davies. 

This photograph taken in 1960, 50 years after the founding of the business.


